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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A door handle assembly comprising: 

a housing including a first outer wall defining a first aperture therein, a 
second outer wall defining a second aperture therein, and a partition wall between said 
first and second outer walls, said partition wall defining a projection extending toward 
said second outer wall , wherein said first aperture, said second aperture and said 
projection are in substantial axial alignment: 

a latch handle defining a latch handle projection received in one of said 
apertures of said first and second outer walls and a latch handle aperture receiving said 
partitioned wall projection therei n, said latch handle having an extension thereof 
spanning said partition wall : 

a lock lever defining a lock lever projection received in the other of said 
apertures in said outer walls, and defining a lock lever aperture receiving said projection 
of said partition wall; and 

wherein said lock lever is disposed in a chamber defined between said 
partition wall and said second outer wall, said latch handle has a panel extending into said 
chamber, and said lock lever is disposed between said panel and said second outer wall 
on e of said latoh handle and said lock l e ver spanning said partition wall. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) 
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5. (Currently Amended) The door handle assembly of claim [[4]] L said 
lock lever defining a ramp-like surface adjacent said lock lever aperture, said ramp-like 
surface angling outwardly from an inner portion of said lock lever toward said lock lever 
aperture. 

6. (Currently Amended) The door handle assembly of claim [[4]] I, said 
second outer wall defining a ramp-like surface angling inwardly in said chamber from an 
outer edge of said second wall to said aperture defined in said second outer wall. 

7. (Currently Amended) The door handle assembly of claim [[4]] L said 
projection of said lock lever having an inner portion thereof that angles outwardly in said 
chamber in a direction toward said second outer wall. 

8. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 7, said second outer 
wall defining a ramp-like surface angling inwardly in said chamber from an outer edge of 
said second wall to said aperture defined in said second outer wall. 

9. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 7, said lock lever 
defining a ramp-like surface adjacent said lock lever aperture, said ramp-like surface 
angling outwardly from an inner portion of said lock lever toward said lock lever 
aperture. 

10. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 9, said second outer 
wall defining a ramp-like surface angling inwardly in said chamber from an outer edge of 
said second wall to said aperture defined in said second outer wall. 
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11. (Currently Amended) A vehicle door handle assembly, comprising: 

a housing having first and second outer walls tod a partition wall defining 
a first chamber between said first outer wall and said partition wall and a second chamber 
between said second outer wall and said partition wall, said first outer wall defining a 
first outer wall aperture, said second outer wall defining a second outer wall aperture and 
a said partition wall defining a projection extending into said second chamber, said first 
outer wall aperture, said second outer wall aperture and said projection of said partition 
wall being substantially coaxial: 

a latch handle configured to be received substantially in said first chamber 
and having an extension thereof spanning said partition wall and a panel from said 
extension disposed in said second chamber, said latch handle defining a latch handle 
projection received in said first outer wall aperture and a latch handle aperture in said 
panel receiving said partition wall projection; and 

a lock lever configured to be received in said second chamber, said lock 
lever being disposed between said latch handl e partition wall and said second outer wall, 
said lock lever defining a lock lever aperture for receiving said partition wall projection 
and a lock lever projection received in said second outer wall apertur e, such that said lock 
lever is further disposed between said panel and said second wall . 

12. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 11, including a spring 
biasing said latch handle. 

13. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 1 1, including a resilient 
bumper in said first chamber for engaging said latch handle during operation thereof. 

14. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 11, including a latch 
cable extending into said first chamber and connected to said latch handle. 

15. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 11, including a lock 
cable extending into said second chamber and connected to said lock lever. 
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16. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 11, said lock lever 
defining a ramp-like surface adjacent said lock lever aperture, said ramp-like surface 
angling outwardly from an inner portion of said lock lever toward said lock lever 
aperture. 

17. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 11, said second outer 
wall defining a ramp-like surface angling inwardly in said second chamber from an outer 
edge of said second wall to said second outer wall aperture. 

18. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 11, said lock lever 
projection having an inner portion thereof that angles outwardly in said chamber in a 
direction toward said second outer wall. 

19. (Original) The door handle assembly of claim 1 1, said apertures have 
enclosed sides. 

20. (Cancelled) 


Page 5 of 9 


PACE 6/10 ' RCVD AT 3/3/2005 6:05:26 PM (Eastern Standard Time) * BVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/5 * DfOS:8729306 ■ CSID:847 931 2580 * DURATION (mm-ss):04.50 


03/JD372005 17:09 FAX 847 931 2580 


ITW 


@007 


21. (New) A method of assembling a vehicle door handle assembly, 
comprising: 

providing a housing defining first and second outer walls and a partition 
wall therebetween; 

providing a projection on the partition wall directed toward the second 

outer wall ; 

providing a latch handle having a first side configured to face towards the 
first wall, a second side configured to face towards the second wall and a latch handle 
aperture in the second side for receiving the projection of the partition wall; 

providing a lock lever having a first side configured to face towards the 
first wall, a second side configured to face towards the second wall and a lock lever 
aperture in the first side for receiving the projection of the partition wall; 

providing an aperture in one of the first outer wall of the housing and the 
first side of the latch handle, and a boss in the other of the first outer wall of the housing 
and the first side of the latch handle; 

providing a second aperture in one of the second outer wall of the housing 
and the second side of the lock lever, and a boss in the other of the second outer wall of 
the housing and the second side of the lock lever; 

the foregoing arrangement being such that the housing only includes three 
mounting members for receiving both the latch handle and the lock lever, the three 
mounting members being the projection on the partition wall and a combination of holes 
and/or bosses on the first and second outer walls, the mounting members being arranged 
in such a manner so as to be in coaxial alignment; 

aligning the first side of the latch handle with the first outer wall of the 
housing, and further aligning the second side of the latch handle with the partition wall; 

causing relative lateral movement between the latch handle and the 
housing by moving the latch handle into engagement with the housing, such that the latch 
handle aperture is received by the projection on the partition wall, and the aperture in one 
of the first outer wall of the housing and the first side of the latch handle is received by 
the boss in the other of the first outer wall of the housing and the first side of the latch 
handle; 
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aligning the second side of the lock lever with the second outer wall of the 
housing, and further aligning the first side of the lock lever with the partition wall; and 

urging the lock lever between the partition wall and die second outer wall 
while deflecting the partition wall and the second outer wall outwardly relative to each 
other, such that the lock lever aperture is received by the projection on the partition wall 
and the second aperture in one of the second outer wall of the housing tod the second 
side of the lock lever is received by the boss in the other of the second outer wall of the 
housing and the second side of the lock lever. 
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